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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 



Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring data of an electronic program guide; 

electronic program guide display controlling means for controlling the display of 

said electronic program guide based on data of said electronic program guide acquired by said 

acquisition means; 

selection means for selecting a preset program based on said electronic program 
guide controlled as to display by said electronic program guide display controlling means; 

verifying means for verifying whether or not said program selected by said 
selecting means is a program of a channel that is receivable, 

wherein th e verifying whether or not said program selected by said selecting 
means is a program of a channel that is receivable, comprises checking whether the selected 
channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory of 
residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not the 
selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and verifying means 
verifies that the program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the 
broadcast territory identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not 
bo received in the broadcast territory identified by th e user an alert message io displayed in the 
electronic program guide; 
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output information controlling means for controlling the information output for 
having the viewer recognize that, if the program selected by said selection means is verified as 
not being a program of a channel that is receivable, said program is not receivable..- 

eommand mean s for co mmanding display of a ch at; and 

ch at di spla y co ntroll ing means for controlling the display of a chat window so 

that, when display of the chat is com manded b y sai d-command m e ans, the ch a t win d o w displa y 

is not overlapped with the display of the electronic program gui d e . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The information processing apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein said output information controlling means displays a background picture if the program 
selected by said selection means is not receivable. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising: 
an acquisition step of acquiring data of an electronic program guide; 

an electronic program guide display controlling step of controlling the display of 
said electronic program guide based on data of said electronic program guide acquired by 
processing in said acquisition step; 

a selection step of selecting a preset program based on said electronic program 
guide controlled as to-display by processing in said electronic program guide display controlling 
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step; 

a verifying step of verifying whether or not said program selected by processing 
in said selecting step is a program of a channel that is receivable, 

wherein the verifying whether or not said program selected by said selecting 
means is a program of a channel that is receivable, comprises checking whether the selected 
channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory of 
residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not the 
selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and v e rifying step 
verifies that the program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the 
broadcast territory identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not 
be received in the broadcast territory identified by the user an alert message is displayed in the 
electronic program guide; 

an output information controlling step of controlling the information output for 
having the viewer recognize that, if the program selected by processing in said selection step is 
verified as not being a program of a channel that is receivable, said program is not receivable.^ 

a command step of com manding display of a- chat; and 

a chat display ■ controlling step of c ont r oll in g the display of a ch at window so that, 
w hen d i sp l ay of th e chat is c o m manded in said command step; t h e- chat window displa y is not 
o verlapp ed with the display of the electr onic pro gram guide. 

6. (Currently Amended) A recording medium having recorded therein a 
computer-readable program, said program including: 

an acquisition step of acquiring data of an electronic program guide; 
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an electronic program guide display controlling step of controlling the display of 
said electronic program guide based on data of said electronic program guide acquired by 
processing in said acquisition step; 

a selection step of selecting a preset program based on said electronic program 
guide controlled as to display by processing in said electronic program guide display controlling 
step; 

a verifying step of verifying whether or not said program selected by processing 
in said selecting step is a program of a channel that is receivable, 

wherein the verifying whether or not said program selected by said selecting 
means is a program of a channel that is receivable, comprises checking whether the selected 
channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory of 
residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not the 
selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and verifying step 
verifies that the program selected by the us e r may be received in a broadcast territory, the 
broadcast territory identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not 
bo received in the broadcast territory identified by th o user an alert message ia displayed in th e 
electronic program guide; 

an output information controlling step of controlling the information output for 
having the viewer recognize that, if the program selected by processing in said selection step is 
verified as not being a program of a channel that is receivable, said program is not receivable.^ 

a-eeaftma nd st e p of commanding display of a chat; and 

arehat-dts play con trol li n g st e p-of c ontro ll ing t he d isplay-oi-a-ehM-w mdow so t ha t, 
w hen dis play of the chat is comman d e d in oo i d-eenHB ond step, the chat -wad e w dis p lay is not 
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o v erlapp ed with the disp l a y of th e elect ronic program, guide. 

7. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring data of an electronic program guide; 

first retrieval means for retrieving a program aired within a preset time as from 
the current time, based on the electronic program guide data acquired by said acquisition means; 

second retrieval means for retrieving the program aired at the current time, from 
the electronic program guide data acquired by said acquisition means; 

selection means for selecting one of retrieval by said first retrieval means and 
retrieval by said second retrieval means, 

wherein the selection means verifies whether or not said program selected by said 
selecting means is a program of a channel that is receivable by checking whether the selected 
channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory of 
residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not the 
selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and verifies that the 
program selected by the user may be rec e ived in a broadcast territory, th o broadcast territory 
identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not be received in the 
broadcast territory identified by the user an alert message is displayed in the electronic program 
guide; 

electronic program guide display controlling means for controlling the display of 
said electronic program guide based on retrieved results by said first retrieval means or retrieved 
results by said second retrieval means as selected by said selection means^r 

comma n d me a ns for command in g display of a chat; and 
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chat displa y co ntrolling means for controlling the d i sp lay of a - ehat window so 
t hat, when display oft lie-chat is commanded by said c o mmand means, the cha t window display 
is not overlapped w i th the display of the ele e tFeHie-program guide. 



8. (Original) The information processing apparatus according to claim 7 
further comprising: 

designating means for designating a program to be received based on said 
electronic program guide controlled as to display by said electronic program guide display 
controlling means. 

9. (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising: 
an acquisition step of acquiring data of an electronic program guide; 

a first retrieval step of retrieving a program aired within a preset time as from the 
current time, based on the electronic program guide data acquired by processing in said 
acquisition step; 

a second retrieval step of retrieving the program aired at the current time, from the 
electronic program guide data acquired by processing in said acquisition step; 

a selection step of selecting one of retrieval by processing in said first retrieval 
step and retrieval by processing in said second retrieval step, 

wherein the selection step verifies whether or not said program selected by said 
selecting means is a program of a channel that is receivable by checking whether the selected 
channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory of 
residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not the 
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selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; verifies that the 

program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the broadcast territory 

identified-by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not be received in the 

broadcast territory identified by the user an alert message is displayed in the electronic program 

guide; and 

an electronic program guide display controlling step of controlling the display of 
said electronic program guide based on retrieved results by processing in said first retrieval step 
or retrieved results by processing in said second retrieval step as selected by processing in said 
selection step^ 

a c hat disp lay c o nt r olli ng step of contr olling the display of a chat w ie d o w s o tha t. 
when di splay e f t h e chat is c o mmanded in said c omma n d st ep, the chat wind ow- display is n et 
ov erlapp ed w ith the d is play of th e elect ro nic program, guide. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) A recording medium having recorded thereon a 
computer-readable program, said computer-readable program comprising: 

an acquisition step of acquiring data of an electronic program guide; 

a first retrieval step of retrieving a program aired within a preset time as from the 
current time, based on the electronic program guide data acquired by processing in said 
acquisition step; 

a second retrieval step of retrieving the program aired at the current time, from the 
electronic program guide data acquired by processing in said acquisition step; 

a selection step of selecting one of retrieval by processing in said first retrieval 
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step and retrieval by processing in said second retrieval step, 

wherein the selection step verifies whether or not said program selected by said 
selecting means is a program of a channel that is receivable by checking whether the selected 
channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory of 
residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not the 
selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and verifies that the 
program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the broadcast territory 
identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not bo received in the 
broadcast territory identified by the user an alert message ia displayed in the electronic program 
guide; 



said electronic program guide based on retrieved results by processing in said first retrieval step 
or retrieved results by processing in said second retrieval step as selected by processing in said 
selection step.- 

a command step of comma ndin g di splay of a chat; and 

a-ehafr&s p l ay controll i ng step of cont r o l ling th e display o f a chat \vindo\v-8e4hafe 
when display of the chat is c o mm a nd ed i n sa i d command step, th e chat window display is not 
o verlapped w ith t he disp la y o f the el ec tronic program guide. 




an electronic program guide display controlling step of controlling the display of 




11-14. (Canceled) 



15. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 



web information acquisition means for acquiring data of the web information; 
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program information acquisition means for acquiring data of the program 
information being television broadcast, 

wherein the acquisition means verifies whether or not said program selected by 
said selecting means is a program of a channel that is receivable by checking whether the 
selected channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set territory 
of residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying whether or not 
the selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; verifies that a 
program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the broadcast territory 
identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not be received in the 
broadcast territory identifi e d by the user an alert messag e is displayed in electronic program 
guide data; 

information display controlling means for controlling simultaneous display of said 
web information and the program information based on the data of the web information acquired 
by said web information acquisition means and the data of the program information acquired by 
said program information acquisition means; and 

changing means for changing said program information to be acquired, in a state 
in which said web information and the program information are displayed simultaneously^ 

e oromand m e ans-fa r commanding display of a cha t; a nd 

chat display c ontrolling means for controlling the display of a chat window so 
feat; w h e n display of th e chat is comm an ded ' b y sakl-ee«mmftdHff*^ 
is not overl ap ped w i th t h e-4isp ky of the vv eb4ftfeeaa#ea-afld 4h e p rogr am-ffifer mation. 

16. (Original) The information processing apparatus according to claim 15 
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wherein said changing means changes a broadcasting channel being received as said program 
information. 

17. (Original) The information processing apparatus according to claim 15 
wherein said changing means erases a broadcasting channel being received as said program 
information. 

18. (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising: 
a web information acquisition step for acquiring data of the web information; 
a program information acquisition step for acquiring data of the program 

information being television broadcast; 

an information display controlling step for controlling simultaneous display of 
said web information and the program information based on the data of the web information 
acquired by processing in said web information acquisition step and the data of the program 
information acquired by processing in said program information acquisition step, 

wherein the program acquisition step verifies whether or not said program 
selected by said selecting means is a program of a channel that is receivable by checking whether 
the selected channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set 
territory of residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying 
whether or not the selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and 
verifies that the program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the 
broadcast territory identified by the us e r, such that when a program selected by th o user may not 
be received in the broadcast territory identified by the user an alert message is displayed in 
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electronic program guide data; 

a changing step for changing said program information to be acquired, in a state 
in which said web information and the program information are displayed simultaneously^ 

a command step -o f c o m m and in g d ispla y of a ehat^-aB4 

a chat display controlling st ep of co n trol l i n g -tfae- displ a y of a chat wind ow so that; 
when display of th e c hat is ■ command ed in said command step , t he e faat : wind o w di splay is net 
ov er lappe d w i th t he display of the web information and the program information. 



1 9. (Currently Amended) A recording medium having recorded thereon a 
computer-readable program, said computer-readable program comprising: 

a web information acquisition step for acquiring data of the web information; 

a program information acquisition step for acquiring data of the program 
information being television broadcast; 

an information display controlling step for controlling simultaneous display of 
said web information and the program information based on the data of the web information 
acquired by processing in said web information acquisition step and the data of the program 
information acquired by processing in said program information acquisition step, 

wherein the program acquisition step verifies whether or not said program 
selected by said selecting means is a program of a channel that is recei vable by checking whether 
the selected channel is already set as a channel of reception and then comparing a user set 
territory of residence to a broadcast territory where the user is residing, and then verifying 
whether or not the selected channel is receivable based on the checking and comparing steps; and 
verifies that the program selected by the user may be received in a broadcast territory, the 
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broadcast territory identified by the user, such that when a program selected by the user may not 
b e rec e ived in the broadcast territory identified by the user .an alert message is displayed in 
electronic program guide data; 

a changing step for changing said program information to be acquired, in a state 
in which said web information and the program information are displayed simultaneously^ 

a comma nd step of comm andin g displa y of a ch at; and 

a chat display contr o lling step of controlling the display of a chat window so that, 
when displ ay of the cha t: is commande d in said com mand ste p , th e- chat window display is-aet 
overlapped with the displa y of t he web informati o n and the prog ram in forma tion. 
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